Thomas A. Isekenegbe is the
current President of Bronx
Community College (BCC),
one of the outstanding col-
leges within the City Univer-
sity of New York (CUNY).
Prior to his appointment by
the Board of Trustees of the
City University of New York,
Dr. Isekenegbe was President
of Cumberland County Col-
lege for six years where he is
reported to have made tre-
mendous positive impact as
the school’s chief administra-
tor.

Thomas Isekenegbe is one
African who is doing his con-
tinent proud in his chosen
field. A proud Nigerian who
though, while also a citizen
of the United States, has not
forgotten his country of birth
and does all he can to con-
tribute to the development of

youths in the United States
and Africa. With almost 30
years of exceptional adminis-
trative, leadership and teach-
ing record in education in the
United States, Dr. Isekenegbe
is undoubtedly one of the Af-
rica’s best and one the con-
tinent is proud to refer to as
part of its endowments.

Echoes Africa recently had the
pleasure of interviewing Pres-
ident Thomas A. Isekenegbe
and the session gave us an in-
sight into the workings of the
mind of the man behind the
‘big chair.’

Echoes: Who is Thomas
Isekenegbe?
Isekenegbe: ~ Simply, the

adjective I use to qualifying
myself is humble, from the
southern part of Nigeria
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and I see myself as a teacher
that happens to be a Presi-
dent of a school.

Echoes:  You are the Pres-
ident of Bronx Community
College. How did you get to
this point?

Isekenegbe: To be honest,
it’s by the grace of God and
I am really being honest. I
am not the sharpest knife. I
am not the smartest guy but
have gotten to the point I am
today really by the grace of
God. How I got to this point?
[ am from a very small village
in Edo State, Nigeria. The
town is Agenebode but it’s
really a very small village out-
side Agenebode. I obtained
my first degree from the Uni-
versity of Nigeria, Nsukka.
I really love to teach. That’s
my passion as I always knew
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from when I was a child that
I want to work in the educa-
tion business.

My idea growing up was that
I would like to live in the
university setting, teach and
just take it easy. So, when I
came into the United States,
I did my Ph.D. and really,
my aim was basically to teach
but the first job I got was at
the Hudson County Com-
munity College which is in
New Jersey. I worked in ad-
ministration and I loved it.
Again, its by the grace of
God. Somebody opened the
door for me and they hired
me in 1987 and they filed for
all my immigration papers
as a matter of fact. I worked
with them for one year. I was
idealistic... I wanted more so
I left them and I went to the
University of South Carolina



